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ASIA

Sri Lanka: Rights Groups Say Video
Links the Military to Executions
New video evidence has emerged linking the mil-
itary to execution of prisoners during the final hours
of the civil war last year, international human rights
groups said Thursday. Human Rights Watch and
Amnesty International said a five-minute video clip
shown by Channel 4 television in Britain last month
warranted a United Nations investigation. The video
was an extension of a clip shown by the station last
year showing blindfolded, naked men being shot
dead at close range. The latest video shows the na-
ked body of a young woman with a blood-spattered
face, identified by Tamil media as Isaippriya, a news
announcer with the Tamil Tiger rebel television sta-
tion. A dozen other men and women, some with
hands tied behind their backs, lay dead beside her.
The government said it “categorically denies that
the Channel 4 News TV video is authentic.” (AP)

India: Airport Pat-Down Draws Protest
The foreign minister said Thurs-
day that it was unacceptable that
the Indian ambassador to the
United States was patted down by
a security agent at a Mississippi
airport, and that he would com-
plain to Washington. The ambas-
sador, Meera Shankar, left, was
returning from giving a speech at
Mississippi State University last

week when she was pulled out of line at the airport
and given a pat-down by a female Transportation Se-
curity Administration agent. Foreign Minister S. M.
Krishna said this was the second time the ambassa-
dor had been chosen for a pat-down in the past three
months. “Let me be very frank that this is unaccept-
able to India,” he said. A T.S.A. spokesman said that
diplomats were not exempt from searches, and that
bulky clothing could prompt a pat-down. Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said the State De-
partment was looking into the matter. (AP)

North Korea: Chinese Diplomat Meets
With Leader Over Crisis With the South
A senior Chinese official met on Thursday with Kim
Jong-il, the North Korean leader, and they came to
some consensus about the crisis on the Korean Pen-
insula, according to Xinhua, China’s official news
agency. The agency gave few details about the meet-
ing or the consensus but said that one of China’s top
diplomats, Dai Bingguo, had candid talks with Mr.
Kim in the North Korean capital, Pyongyang. The
visit came after the United States had asked China
to exert pressure on North Korea after the North’s
artillery attack last month on a South Korean island. 
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AFRICA

Ivory Coast: African Union Suspension
The African Union suspended Ivory Coast on Thurs-
day until President Laurent Gbagbo hands over
power to Alassane Ouattara. According to provision-
al results, Mr. Ouattara won the election last month.

The United States said it would consider sanctions
against Mr. Gbagbo, his family and supporters if he
did not step down. (REUTERS)

Sudan: International Prosecutor
Says Darfur Violence Has Continued
Hundreds of civilians have been killed and thou-
sands displaced in Darfur in the past six months as
violence has continued there, Luis Moreno-Ocampo,
the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court,
told the United Nations Security Council on Thurs-
day. The government of Sudan was neither cooper-
ating with the court in pursuing the perpetrators nor
taking action on its own, he said. President Omar
Hassan al-Bashir had ordered the attacks against ci-
vilians, the prosecutor said. The court has charged
Mr. Bashir with crimes against humanity and geno-
cide, but he has not been arrested. Sudan’s United
Nations ambassador, Daffa-Alla Elhag Ali Osman,
accused the prosecutor of recycling unconfirmed al-
legations. NEIL MacFARQUHAR

EUROPE

Spain: Attorney General to Advise
Prison for Striking Air Controllers 
The attorney general said Thursday that he would
recommend prison sentences of as long as eight
years for air traffic controllers found guilty of stag-
ing an illegal strike that shut down airports around
the country last weekend. Attorney General Cándido
Conde-Pumpido also insisted that while the strike’s
leaders would be likely to face the toughest sentenc-
ing, he would seek terms of at least three years for
all those responsible. “This is a very serious crime,”
he said. “We’re talking about paralyzing an essential
public service.” The controllers’ main labor union
appealed to the Supreme Court on Thursday against
the government’s decision to decree a state of alarm,
which put the air traffic control system under mil-
itary supervision. RAPHAEL MINDER

Russia: Georgian Allegations Dismissed
Russia on Thursday dismissed Georgian charges
that one of its servicemen was behind five mysteri-
ous explosions that unsettled Georgia this fall. A
Foreign Ministry spokesman called the charge “the
usual show put on by the authorities in Tbilisi.” He
said the accusations were a transparent attempt on
the part of President Mikheil Saakashvili to discredit
Russia in the eyes of the international community.
On Tuesday, Georgian authorities said they had ar-
rested six Georgians who planted bombs on the or-
ders of a Russian Army officer. ELLEN BARRY

MIDDLE EAST

Iran: Blogger Reported Freed on Bail
An Iranian-Canadian blogger imprisoned for more
than two years has been released on furlough, ac-
cording to a Web site close to President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad. The site reported that Hossein
Derakhshan, 35, was temporarily freed on bail. Mr.
Derakhshan was arrested in 2008 and sentenced to
19› years in prison in September for offenses in-
cluding propaganda against the government.
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World Briefing 

By BENJAMIN HAAS 
and EDWARD WONG

BEIJING — The Confucius
Peace Prize and the Nobel Peace
Prize have an obvious theme in
common: Both promote peace.
The two prizes also share some-
thing else: Winners absent from
the award ceremonies this week. 

The Confucius prize was con-
ceived in recent weeks by a
group of patriotic Chinese as an
answer to the Nobel Peace Prize,
which will be officially granted to
Liu Xiaobo, a Chinese dissident
serving an 11-year prison sen-
tence, in a ceremony in Oslo on
Friday. 

But the ceremony for the Con-
fucius prize, which took place
Thursday afternoon, was a bare-
bones affair. The winner, Lien
Chan, a Taiwanese politician
friendly to the Chinese Commu-
nist Party, did not show up at the
conference room in downtown
Beijing where the prize commit-
tee had gathered. Nor has he ex-
pressed any intention of accept-
ing the prize, which comes with a
$15,000 award.

That presented the committee
with a problem: Who would col-
lect the prize?

In a room packed with mostly
foreign reporters, a young girl
who apparently had no connec-
tion to Mr. Lien accepted a 10-
inch circle-shaped statuette.
There was little fanfare — the
prize committee uttered just a
single line announcing the win-
ner, then took questions.

At that point, the committee
was peppered with inquiries
about its views on the Nobel
Peace Prize and Mr. Liu. 

Tan Changliu, chairman of the
committee, made every attempt
to steer the conversation away
from that subject. In a page
seemingly taken from the Harry
Potter books, he tried to avoid re-
ferring to Mr. Liu by name, in-
stead calling him the man “with

the three-character name.”
Mr. Tan said the prize was

meant to give “a Chinese per-
spective on peace.” When
pressed on its relation to the Nor-
wegian prize, he said that China
had had a longer history with
peace. He added, “Did the Nobel
Peace Prize influence Confucius,
or did Confucius influence the
Nobel Peace Prize?”

The panel distributed a booklet
that opened with a paragraph
saying that China, with its 1.3 bil-
lion people, “should have a great-
er voice on the issue of world
peace” and that “Norway is only
a small country with scarce land
area and population.”

The booklet had brief profiles

of the eight candidates the com-
mittee had considered for the
prize — including three mainland
Chinese and two Americans, Bill
Gates and Jimmy Carter — and
the five Chinese judges, all mid-
dle-age men with ties to famous
universities in Beijing. Mr. Tan
has said that the group was not a
government organization, though
it works closely with the Ministry
of Culture.

Worn down by so many ques-
tions, Zhao Zhenjiang, one of the
judges, went on a tirade against
the United States and wondered
aloud why President Obama had
won the Nobel Peace Prize last
year when he is staging military
exercises with South Korea in the
Yellow Sea.

Finally, after more than a half-
hour of back-to-back questions
about the dissident who must not
be named, Mr. Tan relented. “If
you really want to talk about Liu
Xiaobo,” he said, “in 500 years
you will see history is on our
side.” 

In Beijing,
As in Oslo,
An Honoree
Is Absent

JASON LEE/REUTERS

Yang Disheng, a member of the Confucius prize jury, carried a
young girl who accepted the prize for Lien Chan in Beijing.

The Confucius prize
winner doesn’t show
up. A Nobel laureate
is a sore subject.

By DAVID BARBOZA

SHANGHAI — Chinese cen-
sors apparently began blocking
the news Web sites of CNN, the
BBC and the Norwegian broad-
caster NRK from appearing in
China on Thursday, a day before
the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony
is to be held in Oslo to honor Liu
Xiaobo, the imprisoned dissident.

The Chinese authorities have
denounced the decision by the
Nobel committee to award this
year’s prize to Mr. Liu, who is
serving an 11-year prison sen-
tence for subversion after he led
a pro-democracy campaign here.

The government has sharply
criticized Norway and suggested
that Western nations are trying
to impose their values on China.

China has not said that it is in-
tentionally blocking the news
Web sites of the broadcasters,
but Chinese censors regularly
black out some portions of CNN
and BBC television broadcasts
when delicate political topics are
covered. This happens even
though CNN, BBC and other in-

ternational television channels
are largely limited to five-star ho-
tels and luxury apartments that
cater to foreigners.

In recent weeks, CNN and BBC
television broadcasts have re-
peatedly gone dark in China dur-
ing news segments about the No-
bel Prize’s being awarded to Mr.
Liu, only to reappear after the
segment is completed.

Beijing’s anger over the deci-
sion to make Mr. Liu the first Chi-
nese citizen to receive the Nobel
Peace Prize has seemed to inten-
sify in the weeks leading up to
the ceremony. In recent days,
Beijing has pressed foreign gov-
ernments to boycott the ceremo-
ny and repeatedly referred to Mr.
Liu as a criminal.

As of Thursday, 45 countries
had notified the Nobel committee

that they would be sending repre-
sentatives to the ceremony and
19 said they would not, the com-
mittee announced at a news con-
ference in Oslo. Two countries
that previously had announced
that they would not attend —
Ukraine and the Philippines —
decided to attend instead, the
committee said. It was unclear
why those countries had re-
versed themselves.

Asked about China’s position,
the chairman of the Nobel com-
mittee, Thorbjorn Jagland, said
at the news conference that the
award to Mr. Liu was not meant
as an insult.

“It is a signal to China that it
would be very important for Chi-
na’s future to combine economic
development with political re-
forms and support for those in
China fighting for basic human
rights,” he said.

During a news conference at
the Foreign Ministry in Beijing
on Tuesday, a spokeswoman,
Jiang Yu, lashed out at the Nobel
committee and said the interna-
tional community stood with Chi-
na.

“By awarding this year’s Nobel
Peace Prize to a criminal serving
his sentence because of breaking
Chinese law, the Norwegian No-
bel committee’s move constitutes
open support of illegal criminal
activities in China and flagrant
interference in China’s judicial
sovereignty,” Ms. Jiang said.
“The erroneous decision not only
has met with firm opposition by
the entire Chinese nation, but is
dismissed by the vast majority of
countries upholding justice in the
world.” 

Asked whether Chinese cen-
sors were blocking foreign Web
sites that carried news about the
Nobel award, Ms. Jiang said: “I
am not aware of the problems
you mentioned about those Web
sites. But I can tell you that the
Internet is open in China, and is
regulated in accordance with
law.”

A spokesman at CNN, a divi-
sion of Time-Warner, confirmed
that CNN’s Web site did appear
to be blocked in China.

The British broadcaster BBC
said on its own Web site that its
news site was apparently being
blocked in China.

A spokesman for the Norwe-
gian broadcaster NRK could not
be immediately reached for com-
ment.

Foreign News Sites Appear
To Be Blocked in China 

As ire builds in
Beijing, 45 nations
plan to send envoys to
the Nobel ceremony.

Zhing Jing contributed reporting
from Beijing, and Sarah Lyall
from Oslo.

By DAMIEN CAVE

MEXICO CITY — Gunmen
blockaded President Felipe Cal-
derón’s hometown on Thursday,
forcing drivers from their cars,
trucks and buses, then setting the
vehicles ablaze in the middle of
major intersections. 

Jonathan Arredondo, a spokes-
man for the attorney general’s of-
fice in Michoacán State, where
the blockade occurred, said the
brazen effort stopped traffic
around 11 a.m. at all five en-
trances to Mr. Calderón’s home-
town, the colonial city of Morelia,
ending only after the fires died
down. 

It appeared to be a show of
force by La Familia, a drug gang.
Several of its leaders have been
arrested in recent months, but
the criminal outfit — notorious
for beheadings, methamphet-
amine production and brash at-
tacks on government forces —
continues to fight for control of
the area west of Mexico City that
it has dominated for years. 

Only a day earlier, in a nearby
city in Michoacán, a series of
shootouts between federal police
officers and suspected La Familia
gunmen left three people dead —
an 8-month-old, a 16-year-old girl
and a federal officer. In a state-
ment, the federal police said that
in at least one case on Wednes-
day, gunmen ambushed officers
from both sides of a road, using
automatic rifles known as “goat
horns.” 

It was unclear whether the
blockade was connected to the
earlier violence, or was perhaps
meant to rebut recent claims by a
detained La Familia leader that
the cartel was in decline. On
Thursday, the police said that no
arrests had been made so far, and
that the blockade left one man in-
jured, with a gunshot wound in
the leg. 

Mr. Arredondo said the injured
man was a 75-year-old diabetic.
“The criminals were frustrated
because he was walking slowly,”
Mr. Arredondo said. “So they
shot him.”

Morelia has been struck by vio-
lence before. In 2008, a grenade
attack tore through a crowded In-
dependence Day celebration, kill-
ing eight people and wounding
more than 100 others.

Mexican City
Is Blockaded
By Gunmen
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